Dear Howard, 



1/30/72 



I haVvi boon guolty og a stupid oversight i aak you to help Lie correct, in part it 
comes from not really >indor3tandinf l3ttimer*a otrango c^j^iracter. if it is not vital for 
tUae epilogue i will be writing, it can bt.* helpful in other ways, politically at least he 
is paranoid, lie lias a Idn^^e^sizo and odd-ehaped ego, uses the jargon of the radical-right 
in oifiDd-guard uioments and will not face any kind of op^;03ition. i thinic he has codo to 
believe his nonsense quite sincerely.having now listened to more of him that jerry trans- 
cribed, i liave also formed the impression that he has a secret, thawing wonder about what 
he is into, Jiis comijotonce fot it, etc. after i had sent him the questions of which i sent 
you a copy (no i*csponse) i had a friend interview liim. 

now anotlier fileiid also tried to, but can get no response, the difference is that this 
second friend is one i lias backgroimded, wlio then interviewed cyril an wrote a straight 
news story on it. i moon the traditional kind, not one consoling to latticier. i know that 
although that story was not printed in now york, lattiuer knows all about that story and 
resents it. more, he lias complained about it and the refusal of people to believe what lie 
wants talcen on faith in him. if ho cones accross as deeply convinced in his widdon 
and understanding, his response to a few specific questions is so far below his comprohenslon 
and intc^ligonce that he has to know better: example, confusing the number of fragments he 
has seen in the jflc and jbe x-rays with their wei^t. ha knows better, so, his reaction 
to the friend who hrid not kissed his ass in news stories and, of course, his failure to 
answer me, tell me tliat the chances of his being unaware of criticism arc sli^^t. he may 
have a friendly source or ho is quite capable of havihg a clipping service, so, you can't 
write him in your oidi name. 

iiithnll, ho is not as bri^^it as liis position in his field would load one to believe. 

i \fptild like you to write him in the home of a student yihu can trust and who will 
not talk, as 1 would like you not to discuss tliis with any of us on tlufe ch£ 5 nce tlie corres- 
pondenco may flourish and we may learn more about him. one of the perplexing this is how 
a sophisticated man like marshall could pude a real wierdo for this or worse, permit it to 
happen, when you ore here wo can go further Into possibilities, but one i regard as real 
is tloat he is factually doing federal bidding. 

begin by telling lilm that you arc niuch impressed that of all the people who nii^t 
have boon selected for the honor and responsibility of being the first to make an independent 
examination of the autopsy materials (avoid the use of words liko ouppreeaed, etc), and 
among the tilings thio moans to you is that ho enjoys the confidenco of the konnedy family, 
tell him (that is, your trusted friend will tell him) that while campus discussion of this 
subject had subsided, the lOT story quoting him revived it and you would like to be better 
prepared to cope with the doubters, that after the first argument, you had backed off and 
done some rosearch and foxmd that he had gone to much trouble in his bullet studies and 
s^med to be focusing on two special aspects, which you can understand, busy as his profes- 
sions obligations must keep him. so you would i-ppreciate it if he could amplify a bit in 
thoje two areas, you may want to write for school publications, otc. 



from your own research you think ho failed to make the best argument possible when 
he discussed the flatness of the angle through the presidi^nt's neck of the non-fa tal shot, 
he restricted hinaelf to that drawing, now from your understanding, v/hat he says he caw 
seems to be close to exactly the measured angle of thin samo projectLLo through connally. 
t^t is, the angle throueJi him is steeper by measurenont than that tlirough the noxt is by 
Visual representation . give him the exact, if you'd like, the cormdssion vei-sion thus would 
s^a to depend upon something deflocting tlie shot, wiiich in quite possible if it hit some- 
tiang, ^t what he says seems not to require this, is this in his view correct? if he 
m^sured the an^e through the president, would he please tell you what it is and if In his 



la t^a connection, ata$ away fzx>in ant mention, ecen au^^stion, of the alde-to- 
side an( 5 l 0 and the clothes, but tell him that one of your doubting friends argued that 
thd autopsy doctors measured the distance the point of entry was from the mastoid 
basod on that tlie commlsBion actually postulated a steeper angle through tiie neclc tluxn the 
chart showed, did he make such a measurement or any other similar measuremeaita? ii‘ co, 
what are thoy? you presume they ^re close enough to what he showed on ebs, but you would 
like to know because the president's body also could novo, if what he interprets is what 
the autopsy doctors said and if this is in turn consistent v/oth a straight-line trajectory 
into connally to tlie point where it hit his rib, where you suppose some kind of change 
in direction may well have resulted. 

one of your doubters argued that ha referred to the ring of bruise ai^ound the 
entrance hole ^be sure to talk in hio terms, Inclicating no question bu that this was an 
entrance) but, while seeming to say lie also saw the bole in tho front, made no reference 
to whether or xiot it also showed a bruise, did it? and can bullet bruise in exiting? 

another doubter argues that from what ho is quoted as having said the question is 
not really settled about whether there could iiave been two different shots, did he see 
any pictures that elixainate tlie possibility tiiat tiie hole in the back could have been 
fx*om a lower-exiting bullet and the h/jlo in the front be from anotlier that exited any^where 
but xBudt at that hole in the back*? or do the pictures leave any possibility of crossed 
trajectories ii‘, like t&is sensationalist tiiiuiKing, tliore BcLght have been two bullets? 
you want to be in a position to lay this kind of incredible thing to rest in your dis- 
oussiona and in possible writing. 

tell him that you realize that newspapers do not use everything said by those they 
interview and i;bat sometimes they liave preconceptions, especially i>apers like the IJYTimos 
andWash Post, so idiey only ask questions consistent with tliem. tiius you have seen no 
repor ting of anytliixig he said of the cause of death, are the pictures ans x-rays he saw 
in accord with what the doctors said before the comoisaion and the commission reported, 
are the wounds of tixe same size and in the same places? were there £Uiy others or indications 
of the poanibiiity of any otiiers? be careful here or you will scare him off. you roight 
consider being a litxle apologetic at t.;is point and saying that you are aware he had 
only so much time and in that time could only do so many things, and with his intereikt in 
the nonpfatal shot and its great importance he may nox have had tj for much more. 

conclude with some kind of approval of an effort to put the assassination and the 
doubting of tlie official account in a political context congenial to what i believe his 
political views are, r a dic a l right and s„y you found the way in which he put it in hie 
fascinating *^ ximi l ari ties in Fatal ilhootiii, 3 of John Wilkes Booth and Lee Harvey 
quote his own l.:jiguage back to him as i will quoje it and ark him for his sources, rigretting 

that with all the footnotes lie apiiended, as is appropriate to genuine scholarhhip, you 

would likii to pursue this fui*ther, ^md could he please refer you to his sources or any 
similar ones of which ho may have ,iaarned since 1S66. this is from page 1795 for your info., 
IlYotate Jour i’ied; whilo both alioo tings may well have been the actioav^ of excited men in 
attacking vdiat tliey considered to be a national enemy, there are many sophisticated 
observera w}io regaru this point of view as buing unduly naive, ^'iiey believe that since 
both accused presidential assassins ware active enemy oympiitiiizcro vBooth for tlie 
Confederacy and Oswald for tho CoinLiuiiiats) , and since both alioo tings took place during 
an era of large-scale undercover operations, psjrchological persuasion*, philosophic 
rivalry, and intelligence activity, that both men may well have been silenced as part of 
^ larger design'* foV christs fl a ke don^t adk him what the concludind port ^ pf «k e on 

you underatancL it, as i do not. Xou mi{^t want to commend his forthri^:htness in using the 

woi*d €inomy, as he does also on page 17S8. why mince words? 

Ask liim also if he plans to \-frite any kind of roix>ri: on tliis examination and if so 
wiien and whore uaay you look for it? 

one other things about doubters, they keep makin g nasty hints that he hod some kind 
of inside track througli tho fcimedy family or its representative, or tho govonunont. in 
your view, even if ot were true it wojtld be irrelevant, for you con understand a dosire 



on their pert to have someone in wbom they conftdonce make this Impottant exEiminar- 
tiozu in your view his medical credentials are Impreaslye euought but skeptics sometimes 
i^or lo^c, so can he make it possible for you to make more direct refutatioii* 



now tftis may bo a fairly lon^j lottor calling for a fairly lon^* response, and he 
may J^oat be too busy* perhaps the prospects would bo better if your si.^prLog x'riea w.:re to 
hint a bit moro stron^^Ly ab.jut v/riting for the publications whore the student body is 

of ,000* 1 tliink the political otufi is the most inportmt noi;, other questions you 

may think of 1 nay already have answered* if you a friendly response , you can always 
write oiiothor friendly letter, can't you? if anything, reduce .liat i have asked but do 
not increase it* porbap by ordering it in putline form you can isake it oe-ja shorter* 
but in order to got the political anm^cr you are going to have to be carei\il in your 
foimilc.tionw, not being excessively flattering or obvious yet giving liim -tlio notion thf».t 
you tliink ho is great and brave to face the wrath og all the leftw angers so cnslous to tear 
down decent society and decent, concerned, selfless people, etc* 

if you agre»x, please try and do tl)is as fast as pos-dble for he is being interviewad 
by pthers to my Idhowl'-dge and other things impend* i would not liave bc;on surprised if jerry 
had plioncd late Lost n±(^it to report another graham story* 

if other tilings occur to yoii, ploaso note them for the future so we do not forget 
.them* i think you cun see the point of some if not all of this without explanations now* 

thanks and best, 



